Maine Revised Statutes

Title 30-A: MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES
HEADING: PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 (new)

Chapter 121: MEETINGS AND ELECTIONS
HEADING: PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 (new)

§2524. GENERAL TOWN MEETING PROVISIONS

The following provisions apply to al town meetings. [ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 (NEW;
1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82
(AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AMVD).]

1. Qualified voter. Every voter in the town may vote in the election of all town officialsand in all town
affairs.

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW: 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AVD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 8§88, 10 (AMD)

-]

2. Moderator elected and sworn. The clerk, or in the clerk's absence a selectman or constable, shall
open the meeting by:

A. Calling for the election of amoderator by written ballot; [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. A, §2
(NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AVMD); 1989, c.
9, 82 (AWMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AMD).]

B. Receiving and counting the votes for moderator; and [ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 (NEW;
1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82
(AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AWD).]

C. Swearing in the moderator. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. A, 82 (NEW,; 1987, c. 737,
Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AWD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AWMD); 1989,
c. 104, pPt. C, 888, 10 (ANVD).]

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AVD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §88, 10 (AWD)

-]

3. Moderator presides. Assoon asthe moderator has been elected and sworn, the moderator shall
preside over and supervise the voting at the meeting and may appoint a deputy moderator to assist the
moderator. If the moderator is absent or is unable to carry out the duties, the clerk, or in the clerk's absence a
selectman or constable, may call for the election of a deputy moderator to act in the absence of the moderator.

A. All persons shall be silent at the moderator's command. A person may not speak before that person
is recognized by the moderator. A person who is not avoter in the town may speak at the meeting only
with the consent of 2/3 of the voters present.

(2) If any person, after acommand for order by the moderator, continuesto act in a disorderly
manner, the moderator may direct that person to leave the meeting. If the person refuses to leave,
the moderator may have that person removed by a constable and confined until the meeting is
adjourned. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106
(NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104,
Pt. C, 888, 10 (AMD).]

Generated | 1
5.27.2015



MRS Title 30-A §2524. GENERAL TOWN MEETING PROVISIONS

B. When avote declared by the moderator isimmediately questioned by at least 7 voters, the moderator
shall make it certain by polling the voters or by a method directed by the municipal legislative body.
[1987, c. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW,;
1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 8§82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C 888,
10 (AMD). ]

C. The moderator shall serve until the meeting is adjourned. The moderator is subject to the same
penalties for neglect of official duty as other town officials. [ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2
(NEW,; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c.
9, 82 (AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AWD).]

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AVD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §88, 10 (AWD)

-]

4. Votesrecorded by clerk. The clerk shall accurately record the votes of the meeting.

A. If the clerk is absent, the moderator shall appoint and swear in atemporary clerk. [ 1987, c.
737, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6,
(AVMD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AVMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AVD).]

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW: 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AWD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 8§88, 10 (AMD)

-]

5. Written ballots. The clerk shall prepare the ballots. Ballots shall be of uniform size and color, and
must be blank except that 2 squares with "yes" by one and "no" by the other may be printed on them.

The moderator shall ensure that each voter receives only one ballot for each vote taken.

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AVD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §88, 10 (AWD)

-]

6. L ocation of meetings. Town meetings may be held outside the corporate limits of the municipality if
the municipal officers determine that there is no adequate facility for the meeting within the municipality. The
proposed location must be:

A. Within an adjoining or nearby municipality; [ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, 82 (NEW;
1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82
(AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AMD).]

B. Not more than 25 miles from the corporate limits of the municipality holding the meetings; and
[1987, c. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW;
1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82 (AMD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888,
10 (AMVD). ]

C. Reasonably accessibleto all voters of thetown. [ 1987, c¢. 737, Pt. A 82 (NEW;
1987, c¢. 737, Pt. C, 8106 (NEW; 1989, c. 6, (AMD); 1989, c. 9, 82
(AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, 888, 10 (AVD).]

[ 1987, c. 737, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1987, c. 737, Pt. C, §106 (NEW; 1989,
c. 6, (AVD); 1989, c. 9, §2 (AVD); 1989, c. 104, Pt. C, §88, 10 (AWD)

-]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1987, c. 737, §8A2,Cl06 (NEW. 1989, c. 6, (AMD). 1989, c. 9, §2 (AWD).
1989, c. 104, §§C8,10 (AMD).
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The State of Maine clams a copyright in its codified statutes. If you intend to republish this materid, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext included in this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidature and is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
changewithout natice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of Sate. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes aso requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our goa
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing wheat, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform research for or providelegd adviceor interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact aqualified attorney.
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